
891

disease being almost the only one met with. Of cholera

much the same may be said as of typhus. Three times the
disease assumed an epidemic type, but when danger was
again imminent in 1885, owing to communications with
Italy, the sanitary progress which had in the meantime
been made, and the special arrangements as to isolation and
otherwise which had been matured, sufficed to deal with
the risks incurred. In enumerating the great sanitary I
works carried out, prominence is naturally given to works
ot drainage and of water supply-works in which a sum of
over ae996,OOO has already been expended. But a substantial

portion of this expense has turned out to be itself a source

of income ; and not only so, but whereas during the twenty
years ending 1853 the mean annual death-rate of Cardiff
was 315, there followed after that date a steadily main-
tiined diminution in mortality, the rates for the three
decenniads between 1856 and 1886 being 25’7, 22-6, and 20-7
respectively, the actual saving during the thirty years
amounting to 15,480 lives. This saving, on the estimate of
the late Dr. Farr, who held that the money value of a life
saved to the productive industry of the country amounted
to .E300 if a male and .6150 if a female, would indicate a
total value equal to .63,483,000. Fortunately for the credit
.of British sanitary administration, the case of Cardiff does
not stand alone, but the special characteristics and difficulties
attaching to a place which is both a great trade centre and
a port give a more than common interest to the important
1esults which have been so largely brought about by the
labours of a life devoted to the public weal.

MEDICAL DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE
DRAWING-ROOM.

IT is a strange fact, and characteristic surely of a false
gurpose in the age in which we live, that an attempt is
actually being made to define the position of medicine in
the round of social entertainments. Hitherto we have been
accustomed to look upon disease as a painful reality, and
the practice of physic as a serious endeavour to meet and
overcome its inevitable evils. In so thinking, it appears,
we have been mistaken, and we may now expect to find
that neither is incompatible with the ordinary diversions of
the drawing-room. A few weeks ago we noticed the keen
jetish for surgical operations and demonstrations of a like
character which is said to prevail among the curious in
Parisian society. A feature of the time more characteristic
of the absence of sound good feeling it would be difficult to
find, Hardly less objectionable, however, though ostensibly
introduced by a worthier motive, is the effort which is being
made, according to some of our contemporaries, by the
rational Health Society to inaugurate a system of drawing-
room education in medicine and surgery, accompanied by
practical illustrations, in which the audience will par-
ticipate. Whether we regard this movement as a bonci-
fide attempt at popular instruction, or as a new amuse-

ment for intellectual circles, we find nothing to say in
its favour. However useful it may be to inculcate the

principles of first aid to the injured and the like, anything
like this systematic attempt to show how one may play the
doctor for himself-may do with life and limb as the conjuror
does with plates or cards-is at once most dangerous and
most absurd. It ignores, among many other consideration?,
the patent fac 6 which is at thefoundation of all medical educa-
tion and practice-viz., that before diagnosis and treatment
there must come a wide and intimate knowledge of the human
organism and its variations in health and disease, and this
is a matter with which drawing-room discourses, however
fully and practically demonstrated, are quite incompetent
to deal. There is not, indeed, any section of medicine or
surgery worthy of the name which can be effectively

handled by this very imperfect process of teaching. On
the other hand, the injury which is likely to be sustained
by the national health in consequence of the clumsy
application of crude principles thus imperfectly taught and
understood is considerable. We have become only too familiar
with fatal negligence in illness as an error of the sect

of the Peculiar People. What the Health Society proposes
is practically to develop this dangerous peculiarity among
the educated classes by teaching an impossible doctrine of
self-medication, over which it spreads the segis of a falsely
so-called sanitation. This is not, of course, the purpose of
the new movement, but it bids fair to become its ultimate
result. As regards the aesthetic aspect of the question we
need say but little. We are sure, however, that there is a
widely prevalent opinion on this point which does not
favour the project of the Health Society. We are by no
means alone in thinking that the free-and-easy representa-
tion of disease and its treatment in the manner contemplated
can only serve to impress most persons with a sense of
indignity done to the subjects discussed as well as to the
decencies of social life. 

___

CASE OF PRIMARY ACTINOMYCOSIS OF THE
BRAIN.

AN example of a primary actinomycotic tumour in the
human brain is referred to in abstract in a recent issue
of the Centr. f. Bakteriologie. The details of the case

were published by Professor Bollinger last year in the
Miinchen Med. Wochenschl’. The patient was a woman
twenty-six years of age, who had long presented symptoms
of brain tumour; and after death the diagnosis was con-
firmed by the discovery of an oval tumour the size of a
large hazel-nut, of smooth surface and pale greyish-yellow
colour, situated between the anterior pillars of the fornix
and upon the anterior commissure of the third ventricle.

Microscopically the gelatinous contents of the growth were
found to be composed of lymphoid and granulation cells,
together with numerous colonies of actinomyces in various
stages of development. Ponfick has recorded two instances
of secondary actinomycosis of the brain, but the present
case is the first recorded instance of a primary tumour of
this kind in that organ. Attention is drawn to the cir-
cumscribed character of the growth induced by the fungus.
How the patient was infected was unexplained; but it was
surmised that the parasite may have been introduced

through food (raw vegetables or milk), and that it must
have gained entrance into the circulation. Out of ninety
recorded cases of actinomycosis collected by Moosbrugger,
the path of invasion was undetermined in 10 per cent.

QUACK DOCTORS PUNISHED!

CONSIDERING the rampancy of quackery, it is remarkable
how seldom we hear of it being punished. Let us emphasise
a recent instance of well-merited nemesis. Five men-Henry
Chadwick, John Wilson, John Kay, Raphael Shires, and Harry
Thomas-have been tried at the Manchester Assizes for con-

spiracy to defraud. They practised as quack doctors, though
they had no qualifications. One had been a betting clerk,
another a bill poster, &c. They had succeeded in extracting
large sums from their victims. One client had been fleeced
to the extent of .6190. Two of the men, Wilson and Thomas,
were servants to the rest, and were discharged. The others

pleaded guilty, and were sentenced-one to eighteen
months’ hard labour, and the other two to a third of that
term each. We agree with a morning contemporary that this
punishment is too light for such impudent and inj urious fraud.
But two questions present themselves : Why is the punish-
ment of quackery so limited? The market-place of every
country town is systematically visited by men who defraud
the poor. Some of these quacks are regular residents,
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and ply their business with assiduity, and not always with
impunity to the public. But they go scot free; and their
dupes pocket the injury they receive, no doubt feeling
ashamed that they have made fools of themselves. The
other point to be noticed is the contrast between the

niggardliness with which people stint the payment of medical
men, and their lavishness when pretenders and quacks
have to be paid. The man who cannot scrape a few shillings
together to pay a doctor’s bill, and who will pauperise him-
self to escape one by going to the nearest dispensary or
hospital, will soon find a guinea or two to buy a quack
medicine; or his friends, who will make no contribution to
the payment of the honest doctor, will combine to pay a
huge fee to any ignorant pretender who advertises his ability
to do the impossible. -

HYDROPHOBIA IN ITALY AND AUSTRIA.

THE Milanese Commission for the Prevention of Hydro-
phobia has deputed two of its number-Drs. Secchi and

Segre of the Spedale Maggiore-to proceed to Paris to make
further researches into the Pasteur method of inoculation,
and to frame a report on the results of the last three years’
experience of its practice. In the Austrian Legislature,
a motion to adopt the method, as having already justified
itself, and to aid its further application throughout
the Austrian dominions by a State grant, was not carried.
Dr. von Wiedersperg, who introduced the motion, basing
his demand for State assistance on the results of Dr. Ullmann’s

practice in Vienna, was met by the Budget Committee with
the objection that interesting as those results were-tbree
hydrophobic patients only having died out of one hundred
and twenty-two inoculated on the Pasteur method-there
were yet sources of fallacy in the experiment which had
yet to be considered. Although Dr. Ullmann’s figures were
rather more satisfactory than those hitherto yielded in cases
of persons bitten by mad dogs and not inoculated, the
committee was of opinion that it had not yet been made ’i
out that in all Dr. Ullmann’s patients the existence of the
hydrophobic poison had been scientifically established-
many of ,the patients in question having come from abroad,
and having later returned to their homes. With every
recognition of the humanitarian spirit of Dr. von Wieder-
sperg’s motion, the committee required further proof of the
efficacy of the Pasteur method before advising the Govern-
ment to grant sums in aid of its extension throughout
Austria, or even for the maintenance of a special institution
for the Pasteur treatment of hydrophobia.

THE ABOLITION OF GROCERS’ LICENCES.

AMONG the various reforms included in the new Local
Government Bill there is one to which we cannot in the

public interest refuse our hearty support. This is the con-

templated abolition of the grocer’s licence. By what plea
of necessity this arrangement can possibly be excusad we
are unable to discover. Of restaurants in some form there
is in every town, almost in every village worthy of the
name, a sufficient number, and of public-houses by far too
many for the ordinary requirements of wayfarers. No valid
reason can therefore be urged on the ground of general utility
to show why the grocer should add to his proper function
of providing for household consumption another office,
which is virtually that of a disguised publican. In some

country districts, it may be, the provision store must serve to
some extent the purposes of a house of call; but there is no
absolute necessity even here for the so-called 11 off licence."
What we particularly object to about this latter is its un-
doubted tendency to encourage secret drinking. The evil
influence of successive littles imbibed in a quiet manner is
well known to be quite as hurtful to the health of the toper
as the unbridled and more occasional excesses of the open

drunkard. Yet the former will often avoid a professed
drinking bar. It is for his interest as a respected, if not
highly respectable, person to do so, and the grocer’s licence
is for such as he a veritable special providence of municipal
arrangement. We understand, of course, that the law cannot
restrain an ostensibly sober person from procuring drink if
he chooses, but it is nevertheless quite within the province
of the Legislature to restrict his opportunities for ruinous
indulgence, especially when its action can in no way
interfere with public convenience. On this principle the
change proposed by the new Bill is entirely justified.
We anticipate beneficial results from its operation, not so
much perhaps in the case of the chronic inebriate as

ill that of many young men and women, to whom the
off licence affords a tempting facility of descent, which
we fear is often hopelessly irresistible. There appears to
be no reason why the holders of these licences should not
receive compensation in some form if, as we anticipate,
their present privilege is withdrawn. Into this part of the
question, however, it is not necessary for us to enter, and
we may safely entrust its settlement to the joint considera-
tion of the Government and the representatives of the
licence holders. 

___

THE McINTYRE GIFT TO THE STUDENTS OF
GLASGOW.

Dn. JOHN MCINTYRE of Odiham, who come years ago coii- "
ferred the gift of &pound; 1000 on the poor of his native place in.
remembrance of his father and mother, has new done an act of
distinguished generosity to the Medical School of Glasgow,
of which he is an alumnus. At a cost of S5000 the students
of Glasgow have now been provided by Dr. McIntyre with
a splendid Union Club building, erected in the University
grounds, and containing a library, a hall for debates, a
dining room, convenient committee rooms, and every
arrangement for a perfect house of the kind intended. By
the request of the liberal-minded donor, the advantages of
the Union Club will not be strictly confined to students of
the University. Under certain regulations extra academical
students will be admitted to membership-a wise and just
rule, and one that will do much to foster good feeling
amongst the rival classes of the different schools of medicine
of the city, and to tone down asperities which in past days
have been sometimes rather keenly experienced. We are
sure that every sincere friend of medical Glasgow will
expect soon to see the Union Club completed; and, hoping
for its long and successful career, will wish its generous
founder many long days of life and health to witness
the growth and development of his happy as well as
munificent project. -

LIQUOR TRAFFIC AND NATIVE RACES.
A GREAT deal of time was recently expended in the House-

of Commons in a debate upon the above subject. Practically
there was complete unanimity. Every speaker expressed
the horror he felt at the introduction of the habits of drink-

ing among uneducated natives. All deprecated the unre-
stricted sale of intoxicants. The helplessness of legislative
interference was evidenced by numerous examples of evasion
of the law by colonists or traders of other than British
nationality. But still the fact remains that in far too

many colonies, in spite of legal restrictions, drink is

supplied to the natives at extraordinarily low prices,
which appear to leave no margin for profits. The form
of spirit known as "Cape Smoke" is sold at 6d. a bottle;
its taste is so unpleasant that it is not consumed by
Europeans; it possesses, however, strong stimulant pro-
perties, the natives who drink it getting greatly excited and
quarrelsome. Mr. A. McArthur, who introduced the subject
in the House, spoke of the liquor traffic as responsible for


